
The Sinking of the U-126 during WW II 

 

Siegfried Bruckmeier was just 20 years old when he lost his life aboard 

the German U-Boat U-126 on 3rd July 1943. The U-Boat was sunk by a 

Wellington bomber off the north coast of Spain (Cape Ortegal) with the 

loss of all 55 crew.[1]  

Siegfried was born on the 9th August 1922 in Oberaichbach by 

Landshut[2]; the eldest son of Jakob Bruckmeier and Maria Bruckmeier 

(nee Klaus). His brother Alfons was also killed during the war while fighting on the 

western Front. His other 2 brothers and 2 sisters survived the war. 

The U-126 was a type Typ IX C and was launched on the 31st December 1940 in Kiel. 

The U-Boat was stationed in Lorient (France) and was active in the North- and mid-

Atlantic as well as off the coast of West-Africa. The ship and crew undertook 6 missions 

between 1941 and 1943 and was responsible for the sinking of 25 ships (including one 

warship) and damaging a further 7 ships. On the final voyage the U-Boat left Lorient on 

the 20 March 1943, travelling south to Liberia and Sierra-Leon before being sunk 106 

days later on the way back to base.[2] 

 

Apparently on his final shore-leave, Siegfried told his family that he did not 

expect to survive the next voyage as the new captain was “hungry for 

success and likely to take too many risks”. Presumably this was a 

reference to Siegfried Kietz who, at the age of 26, took over command of 

the U-126 for the final voyage from Ernst Bauer who was the Kommandant 

for the previous 5 missions. We can, however, also see above that the 



losses of U-Boats in 1943 was significantly higher than in the earlier years of the war. 

This change was the result of the sheer numbers of Allied ships at sea, Allied air power 

at sea, and technological developments in anti-submarine warfare. These had been 

introduced over the period and came to fruition in May, with devastating results. 

 

 

  
 

The names of the U-Boat casualties are on display at the war memorial in Möltenort 

near Kiel, where the names of all the U-126 final crew are displayed [3]: 
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